FIVE
STAGES OF
SONSHIP
KINGDOM PROGRESSION

THE STAGES
▪NEPIOS [INFANT]
▪PAIDION [YOUNG CHILD]
▪TEKNON
[TEENAGER/YOUNG ADULT]
▪NEANISKOS [YOUNG MAN]
▪HUIOS [MATURE/PLACED
SON]

NEPIOS
• The infant son, or earliest stage, is
called the nēpios stage [see Strong's
#3516]. When one is first born again,
that person is a son of God and,
therefore, an heir in the house of God.
However, the nēpios, though an heir,
“does not differ at all from a slave
although he is owner of everything"
(GALATIANS 4:1 NASB).
• When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I
understood as a child, I thought as a
child; but when I became a man, I put
away childish things.
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NEPIOS
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have
need again for someone to teach you the elementary
principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need
milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of
milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he
is an infant [nēpios]. But solid food is for the mature, who
because of practice have their senses trained to discern
good and evil (HEBREWS 5: 12-14 NASB).
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▪The NEPIOS Christian is “born again”,
but is still an “infant” in the
faith. They are:
▪Unskilled and unwise in the Word,
could be led astray (EPHESIANS 4:1415, HEBREWS 5:13)
▪ Can still struggle the elements of the
world (1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-4),
▪Can struggle with being in bondage
(GALATIANS 4:1-3)

What does a NEPIOS need to do in order to grow?
A) Obey God and His Word in ALL things (ROMANS 6:16, JAMES
1:22) (to do this, you must spend a lot of TIME in the Word, so you
will know what it says for you to do).
B) Walk daily in the Spirit (GALATIANS 5:16-17).
C) Learn to NOT follow the world’s definition of what you NEED (1
TIMOTHY 6:10-12).
D) Re-train (reprogram) your mind to be “in tune” with God’s way of
looking at things (ROMANS 12:1-2, PHILIPPIANS 4:8).
E) Bring your body (desires) under control (1 CORINTHIANS 9:24-27,
1 THESSALONIANS 4:4-5, 4:11-12).
F) Find good and Godly, Biblically correct teachers to learn from (1
CORINTHIANS 4:12-17, HEBREWS 6:11-12).
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PAIDION
• “I write to you, fathers, Because you have
known Him who is from the beginning. I
write to you, young men, Because you
have overcome the wicked one. I write to
you, little children, Because you have
known the Father.” 1 JOHN 2:13 NKJV
• Truly I tell you, anyone who will not
receive the kingdom of God like a little
child will never enter it.“ MARK 10:15
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▪The next stage of sonship is the paidion stage,
often translated in Scripture as a child or children
(pl.). Usually used for children between the age of
2-12 (prior to their bar-mitzvah for boys)
▪An infant (NEPIOS, in the flesh) perceives their
father as a familiar part of the environment. A
PAIDION can begin to develop a true relationship
with their father as they do things together. In the
spiritual realm, this is also true as we grow from
just knowing God as the One who has given us
life, to knowing Him as the One who walks with us
and talks with us.
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The PAIDION also begins to learn about deception, and
recognizing the true doctrine as opposed to the false. See 1
JOHN
2:18.
EMBRACE DISCIPLINE – developing good spiritual habits and
submitting to God in every area of life, See HEBREWS 12:1-11.
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TEKNON
Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek
5451 τέκνον (teknon), descendant (ACTS 2:39); disciple, one who
follows a teacher in authority.
5043 τέκνον [teknon /tek•non/] in affectionate address, such as
patrons, helpers, teachers and the like employ: my child. 1B3 in the
NT, pupils or disciples are called children of their teachers, because
the latter by their instruction nourish the minds of their pupils and
mould their characters.
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The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia
In early life, a child was more directly under the
control of the mother than the father; the
mother was its first teacher (PROVERBS
1:8). Thereafter the father was expected to direct
the training of the son [teknon]) (GENESIS 18:19;
EXODUS 12:26; 13:8,14,15; DEUTERONOMY 6:7).

BAR-MITZVAH
"Bar-Mitzvah," which took place as a child [male] was about to enter into
puberty. The word Bar-Mitzvah actually means "a son accountable," and
this signified the time, not only when he was held accountable for
keeping the Commandments of God, but also when he was to become
an apprentice under his father in the family business. This, too, was
celebrated as a very special event in the life of the child, just as it is
today.
Age of accountability.
Jesus expresses affinity with the fathers business at the age of 12 [LK 2 V
42-51]
TEKNON is essentially an apprentice
TEKNON needs a submissive attitude

NEANISKOS
Are strong in the word and faith
Can be challenged by worldliness at a
different level especially to do with
influence MATTHEW 19:20-22
Must be reminded that they have
overcome the evil one [1 JOHN 2:13]
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HUIOS
MATTHEW 3:16-17
At this time, the father of a young man
in the Jewish experience would
proclaim the young man as mature and
the father would openly bestow upon
the son his riches, power and authority
so that he may act on his behalf in all
his affairs.
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Huiothesia was a (young man's) "adoption ceremony." The word
"Huiothesia" means "Son Placement," and indicates the time when a
male child reached what was considered to be the age of maturity
(somewhere around 30). At this time, the father of the young man would
place his hand on the head of his son and openly proclaim, "This is my
beloved son in whom I am well pleased! I bestow upon him now all of
my riches and power and authority (through power of attorney) so that
he might act on my behalf in all of my affairs."
A huios Ready to assume responsibility of the fathers inheritance
Huios is the word used in Romans to describe the sons that the earnest
of creation awaits [ROMANS 8:19]

3 STAGES OF FATHERHOOD
1. The father exclusively imparts into his son.
2. The father and son evolve into close
friendship which is evidence by the son’s
kinship to the father’s viewpoint. (Scripture
reference – II KINGS 2:9-15).
3. The son begins to speak on the father’s behalf.
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